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Collared peccary (Pecari tajacu), also known locally as 

javelina, are an important big game animal in the 

southwestern United States and Mexico. They are managed 

alongside other big game species, including requirements 

that hunters follow all regulations in pursuit of the animal 

across all jurisdictions. This is the first step in taking an 

animal under the “fair chase” ethic; a concept that originated 

with the Boone and Crockett Club. This ethic demands an 

elevated level of respect for the unique and diverse species 

of big game on the landscape. We propose the creation of a 

new javelina category in the Records of North American Big 

Game, building upon the growing interest in javelina hunting 

and recognizing this unique North American big game 

species. There is a feeling of pride from hunters who have 

taken “a Boone and Crockett '' animal. Mention of this is 

almost always accompanied by highlighting aspects of the 

hunter’s pursuit and instilling in their audience excitement 

about the species. This results in increased desire for conservation of that species and the 

landscapes in which they live. In this way, the Boone and Crockett Club is a leader in 

conservation by holding hunters to a high standard of fair chase and recognizing the largest and 

most magnificent individuals of native North American big game species. 

 

RANGE AND CLASSIFICATION 

Javelina are medium-sized hooved mammals native to the southwestern United States, Mexico, 

and both Central and South America. The species' northern extent is the US, in Arizona, New 

Mexico, and Texas while their southern extent is northern Argentina. Peccaries inhabit a variety 

of habitats ranging from dry deserts to tropical forests. They are often referred to as a “pig” but 

are technically classified as a different family. Many different forms of peccaries were common 



 
 
 

throughout North America during the Pleistocene Epoch, but most went extinct. The collared 

peccary evolved in South America and spread northward into Mexico and the southwestern 

United States over the last few thousand years. They appear to still be expanding their range 

northward in 3 states.  

 

 
 

The species is morphologically the same throughout its range and there are no subspecies. There 

are 2 other types of peccaries, the white-lipped and Chacoan peccaries, but they are separate 

species and do not interbreed. These 2 species of peccary do not have monitoring and 

management programs to assure any harvest is sustainable. And they only occur south of the US 

border into Central and South America.  

 



 
 
 

 
 

POPULATION STATUS AND MANAGEMENT 

Wildlife management agencies in both the U.S. and Mexico officially classify native javelina as 

a “Big Game” species and they are managed using the same science-guided process as all other 

big game, such as elk or mule deer. Recognition of the need to manage javelina as big game 

species occurred as early as 1929 in Arizona with New Mexico and Texas following suit in 1937 

and 1939, respectively. In fact, the recognition of javelina as a managed big game species in 

these states occurred around the first edition of the Club’s Records of North American Big Game 

(1932).  

 

Presently, javelina populations in the US and Mexico are robust. All 3 states report healthy and 

sustainably hunted populations. There is also evidence that javelina are continuing to expand 

their range in the U.S. Texas recently opened a new season in several counties due to range 

expansion and increased observations. And Texas has also been approached by landowners 

interested in restoring javelina into historic habitat. At least 4 landowners have offered their 



 
 
 

property as possible future restoration sites. New Mexico primarily uses harvest success rates as 

an index to annual changes in javelina abundance. Hunter success rates have increased over the 

last decade (Figure 1), indicating javelina populations are strong and likely increasing. In 

Arizona, biologists conduct annual surveys (aerial and ground) for javelina that monitor 

population demographics and abundance. In addition, a post-hunt questionnaire gathers harvest 

and index data that biologists couple with population surveys to recommend draw license 

numbers. Arizona manages javelina populations to meet target criteria (average herd size = 7-10, 

average adults per herd = 6-9, juveniles:100 adults = 20-30, and hunt success = 20-25%) and 

licenses are adjusted as needed. 

 

Figure 1:  Collared Peccary harvest success rates in New Mexico showing an increasing trend 

in hunt success, which indexes javelina abundance, 2013-2023. 

 

 

In the US and Mexico, each jurisdiction has some combination of closed seasons, bag limits, a 

lottery-style draw, or limits to license numbers. In Mexico, javelina are managed identical to 

deer and hunters acquire licenses through a participating ejido or landowner. These programs are 

designed to that limit javelina harvest and monitor populations to ensure sustainable harvest into 

the future. 

 

In addition to rigorous management programs, efforts have also been put into research on 

javelina. Arizona Game and Fish Department biologists have published 2 books on javelina (The 

Javelina in Arizona by Ted Knipe and Javelina: Research and Management in Arizona by 

Gerald Day) based on decades of javelina data focused on biology, survey methods, and the 

effects of hunting. Ted Knipe studied javelina for 15 years and Gerry Day conducted field and 

captive research projects on this species for nearly 3 decades. Recently, Texas initiated a 

research project aimed at quantifying javelina populations and their spatial ecology in the South 

Texas plains. And the Texas A&M University Extension Service has dramatically ramped up its 

effort to produce outreach materials to promote fair chase javelina hunting and encourage 

enhanced data collection to inform management recommendations. Collectively, these research 



 
 
 

and outreach programs were implemented to better inform the management of this socially and 

ecologically important species. 

 

HUNTING INTEREST 

Javelina hunting has grown in popularity in recent years. In the United States, across all three 

states with javelina, there are almost 58,000 javelina hunters with an estimated annual harvest of 

over 33,000 individuals. In New Mexico there were 2,500 applicants for 1,500 javelina licenses 

in 2019, but in 2023 the number of applicants 

doubled to about 3,000 (Figure 2). In Texas javelina 

harvest estimates have remained relatively consistent 

over the last 20 years, averaging approximately 

30,000 javelina annually (Figure 3). Reports from the 

most recent 2 seasons indicate approximately 35,000 

hunters pursuing javelina in 2022-2023 with that 

number increasing to 42,000 in 2023-2024. Arizona 

is experiencing a decade-long surge in interest from 

javelina hunters. After a reduction in applications in 

the early 2000’s, Arizona resident and nonresident 

hunters have shown an increase since 2012, from 

6,500 applicants in 2011 to 14,800 in 2022. A 127% increase in those interested in pursuing 

javelina (Figure 4). For the spring 2025 season, Arizona has authorized 26,227 javelina tags.  

 

A common concern with hunters in the western US is that it is becoming more challenging to 

obtain a tag to hunt. This issue is not likely to go away with growing human populations and 

more complicated draw structures. In this context, it’s likely that this species will continue to see 

more hunting interest and desire from folks to have the most impressive of the species 

recognized.   

 

Some jurisdictions already report that they are receiving more inquiries from a variety of hunters 

including those new to hunting, youth hunters, archery hunters, and out-of-state residents who 

are interested in pursuing an intriguing North American big game animal with a limited 

distribution. Javelina indeed offer excellent potential for these “specialized hunts”, and they also 

offer a great opportunity to hunt at a time when few other seasons are open. In some areas 

javelina hunting extends into March or later.  

 

In Mexico there is also growing interest in javelina hunting, especially by locals. Other big game 

species, like deer, can often price locals out. There is growing interest in javelina as they do not 

currently demand the same high price for an opportunity to hunt. For hunting operations in 

northern Mexico, having a javelina category in the Boone and Crockett record book would add 

value to this species which will equate to more management and conservation attention for 

javelina.  

 

Texas already includes javelina as one of the big game species in their “Texas Grand Slam” and 

Arizona Game and Fish Department celebrates javelina as one of the “Arizona Big 10” as 

incentives to big game hunters in their states. There are popular forums and websites devoted to 



 
 
 

javelina hunting and javelina calls made by several companies. See for example: 

http://javelinahunter.com/.  

 

Figure 2: Number of hunters interested in hunting javelina is increasing in New Mexico as 

evidenced by the trend in applicants for lottery-style draw tags, 2013-2023. 

 

Figure 3: Texas javelina hunters and harvest estimate, 2005-2023. 
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Figure 4. Collared peccary in Arizona are managed as intensively as any other big game species 

and growing in popularity as illustrated by the 127% increase in the number of people applying 

for tags 2011-2023 (orange line - 1st Choice Applicants).  

 

EXISTING RECORD BOOKS  

All 3 US states consider javelina as part of their state's big game records. In Arizona, records 

have been kept since 1970 and the Texas Big Game Awards established a javelina category in 

2010. New Mexico recognizes records from Safari Club International for javelina records. 

Hunters in these southwestern states have access to a fun animal to hunt at a different time of 

year and allowing javelina to “join the club” places them appropriately among all other native 

big game species. 

 

For the groups that already measure javelina, a length and width measurement is taken and then 

summed for a total score. Scoring does not need to be any more complicated than how Boone 

and Crockett Official Measurers score bear and cougar skulls (Appendix A-B). The exception in 

existing records is that the Records of Arizona Big Game measure only to the front of the 

javelina skull and do not include teeth in the total length (Appendix C). Since this is the largest 

database of all jurisdictions, and likely 

the source of most future entries, it would 

be useful to measure a large collection of 

skulls already available to determine the 

total length with and without the incisors 

to calculate what percent of the total 

length the front teeth represent. That can 

be used to evaluate the large Arizona 

records database to help inform a Boone 

and Crockett minimum score using 

standard measuring techniques that 

include the teeth. Across the 3 US states 

 Arizona New Mexico Texas 

Minimum 

Score 

14 14 1/16 13 10/16 

#1 Score  15 4/16 15 6/16 15 7/16 

Scoring 

entity 

Records of 

Arizona 

Big Game 

Safari Club 

International 

Texas Big 

Game 

Awards 

# entries  339 43 385 



 
 
 

there are more than 1,000 javelina records in the books already.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Boone and Crockett Club has a legacy of leadership when it comes to conservation of native 

North American big game species and is ideally positioned to act on the increased interest and 

enthusiasm surrounding javelina hunting. There are strong javelina populations across the 

southwestern US and Mexico. A solid dataset of baseline skull measurements already exists from 

which to establish minimum qualifications and an accurate expectation of the approximate #1 

score. Official Measurers would not need additional training as skull length and width 

measurements are already a well-established protocol for other species. And there is no need for 

a nontypical category and no controversy about subspecies. Lastly, all 3 U.S. states and Mexico 

enthusiastically support adding collared peccary (javelina/jabalí) to the Records of North 

American Big Game (Appendix D). By continuing to hold hunters to the highest ethical standard 

of fair chase and recognizing the largest and most magnificent individuals of a species, the Club 

would add to the conservation value of javelina and their habitats by establishing a new category.  

  



 
 
 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Javelina (right) and black bear (left) skull comparisons. Both animals were taken in 

New Mexico. 

 

 

 
  



 
 
 

Appendix B: Boone and Crockett and Pope and Young score sheets for bear showing length and width 

measurements. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

  



 
 
 

Appendix C: Examples of scoring guidelines from groups that already recognize javelina: Records of Arizona 

Big Game, Texas Big Game Awards, and Safari Club International (Method 15).  

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Appendix D: Letters of support to include collared peccary as a new Boone and Crocket record category from 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department, and Estado de Coahuila. 

 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

  


